In the title complex, [CrCl 2 (C 15 H 14 N 4 O) 2 ]Cl, the Cr III atom is located on a twofold rotation axis and is coordinated by two N,N 0 -bidentate triazole derivatives and two chloride ions in a distorted octahedral CrN 2 N 0 2 Cl 2 geometry. One of the two independent Cl À counter-anions sits on a special position (site symmetry 3.) and is fully occupied, whereas the other is disordered around a twofold rotation axis over two positions in a 2:3 ratio.
Related literature
For general background to the coordination chemistry of 1,2,4-triazole derivatives, see: Koningsbruggen et al. (1997) ; Garcia et al. (1999) ; Klingele & Brooker (2003) ; Matsukizono et al. (2008) ; Suksrichavalit et al. (2009) ; Rubio et al. (2011) . For their biological activity, see: Tozkoparan et al. (2000) ; Grenman et al. (2003) ; Alagarsamy et al. (2008) ; Isloor et al. (2009) .
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Comment
As the 1,2,4-triazole ring posesses strong electron donors, the coordination chemistry of 1,2,4-triazoles employed as ligand is widely studied (Koningsbruggen et al., 1997; Garcia et al., 1999; Klingele & Brooker, 2003; Matsukizono et al., 2008; Suksrichavalit et al., 2009; Rubio et al., 2011) . Moreover, some 1,2,4-triazole compounds show biological activities (Tozkoparan et al., 2000; Grenman et al., 2003; Alagarsamy et al., 2008; Isloor et al., 2009 In the title compouund, the chromium(III) atom is coordinated by two chelating 3-(methoxymethyl)-4-phenyl-5-(2-pyridyl)-4H-1,2,4-triazole ligands and two chloride anions in a distorted octahedral geometry with a CrN 2 N' 2 Cl 2 coordination set. The central Cr III atom is located on a special position (site symmetry .2). The dihedral angle between the 1,2,4-triazole ring and the phenyl ring is 83.28 (16) °. One of the two non-coordinating Cl -counter is located on a special position (site symmetry 3.) whereas the other shows disorder around a twofold rotation axis.
Experimental
To a warm solution of 0.798 g of 3-(methoxymethyl)-4-phenyl-5-(2-pyridyl)-4H-1,2,4-triazole (3 mmol) in 20 ml ethanol, 0.399 g of CrCl 3
. 6H 2 O (1.5 mmol) were added. The filtrate was left to stand at room temperature for several days. The dark purple product was collected, and single crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction were selected.
Refinement
Positional parameters of all the H atoms were calculated geometrically and were allowed to ride on the C atoms to which they are bonded, riding with C-H = 0.93 Å (aromatic), 0.96 Å (methyl) and 0.97 Å (methylene), with U iso (H) = 1.2 or 1.5 times U eq (C). Atom CL3 is positionally and occupationally disordered around a twofold rotation axis. One part (Cl3A, site occupation factor 0.168 (10)) sits on the twofold axis whereas the other part (Cl3) is 1.014 (19) Å away from this atom with a s.o.f. of 0.249 (5). To achieve an electroneutral compound, the overall occuipancy of the two Cl3 atoms was restrained to 0.3. 
